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The 26th Standing Committee Meeting (hereinafter referred to as “the Meeting”) of the
Standing Committee (hereinafter referred to as “the SC”) of the International Conference of
Asian Political Parties (hereinafter referred to as “the ICAPP”) was held at Fairmont Hotel
and Indonesian Parliament House in Jakarta, Indonesia, respectively on April 22 and 23, 2016
on the sidelines of the 1st Trilateral Conference among the ICAPP Standing Committee,
COPPPAL (Permanent Conference of Political Parties in Latin America and the Caribbean)
Coordinating Body and CAPP (Council of African Political Parties) Executive Committee
which was co-hosted by the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P) and the Party
of Functional Groups (GOLKAR) of Indonesia during April 22-24, 2016.
The list of participants and the annotated agenda of the Meeting are attached as Appendixes
I-1 and I-2.
The Meeting was co-chaired by Hon. Jose de Venecia, Jr., Chairman of the SC and Hon.
Chung Eui-yong, Co-Chairman of the SC and Secretary General of the ICAPP.

Issues relating to the ICAPP Standing Committee (SC)
New Members of the SC
The Secretariat reported that there have been four changes in the SC membership since the
24th SC Meeting held in Kuala Lumpur in March 2015.
First, Hon. Dr. Fatma Betül Sayan Kaya, Member of Parliament and Chairperson in charge of
Foreign Affairs, Justice and Development Party (AK Parti) of Turkey, has replaced Hon.
Mevlut Cavusoglu as the representative of the AK Parti in the ICAPP Standing Committee.
Hon. Mevlut Cavusoglu, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs has been reassigned as the
Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Second, Hon. Myrzahmetov Askar has replaced Hon. Bauyrzhan Baibek as First Deputy
Chairman of the “Nur Otan” Democratic People’s Party of Kazakhstan and its representative
to the ICAPP Standing Committee. Hon. Bauyrzhan Baibek was appointed as Mayor of
Almaty City.
Third, HRH Samdech Krom Preah Norodom Ranariddh, Former First Prime Minister,
Former Chairman of the National Assembly, and President of FUNCINPEC Party of
Cambodia will represent his party at the ICAPP Standing Committee, replacing Hon. Keo
Puth Rasmey.
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Fourth, the Mongolian People’s Party has nominated Hon. Davaasuren Damdinsuren, Head
of the Political Affairs and Party Organization Department, as its new representative to the
ICAPP Standing Committee, replacing Hon. Chinbat Khishigt.
Fifth, the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) of Myanmar has nominated Hon.
U Khin Yi, Member of the Central Executive Committee and Chairman of Foreign Affairs
Committee, as its new representative to the ICAPP Standing Committee, replacing Hon. Dr.
Mya Oo.
Last but not least, with the agreement of the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-i-Azam (PMLQ), the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) was invited to join the ICAPP Standing
Committee as a new member from Pakistan, in accordance with Para 4 of Article 9 of the
ICAPP Charter. Accordingly, the PML-N nominated Hon. Nuzhat Sadiq, Chairperson of the
Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs, as its representative to the ICAPP Standing Committee.
Senator Sadiq is also currently serving as one of Vice Chairpersons of the ICAPP Women’s
Wing since September 2015.
- Para 4 of Article 9 of the ICAPP Charter:
“The membership in the Standing Committee may be shared by up to two (2)
principal political parties from each country which is invited to the Standing
Committee, with equal status and responsibility.”
SC Members welcomed the six new SC Members and expressed their gratitude to the
departing members for their contributions to the work of the SC and the ICAPP. The new list
of SC Members is attached as Appendix II.
Future Meetings of the SC
It was confirmed that, following the ICAPP tradition, the 27th SC Meeting will be held backto-back with the 9th General Assembly (GA) to be held in Kuala Lumpur during September 14, 2016.
Hon. Hassan Ghafouri Fard, Former Vice President of Iran, Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Iran House of Political Parties, and Member of the Central Committee of
the Islamic Motalefeh Party of Iran, confirmed the offer, which he made at the 25th SC
Meeting in Beijing in October 2015, to host the 28th SC Meeting in Teheran, Iran during the
first half of 2017. In this regard, he also confirmed the offer to host the ICAPP Special
Conference on the Silk Road back-to-back with the 28th SC Meeting to follow up the results
of the ICAPP Special Conference on Silk Road held in Beijing last October.
Hon. Davaasuren Damdinsuren, Head of the Political Affairs and Party Organization
Department of the Mongolian People’s Party (MPP), also confirmed the offer, which was
made by Hon. Baigal Luvsanchultem, Chairman of General Control Committee of the
Democratic Party of Mongolia (DPM), to co-host the 29th SC Meeting with the DPM in Ulan
Bator, Mongolia during the second half of 2017. He also confirmed the offer that the DPM
and the MPP will co-host the 5th Meeting of the ICAPP Youth Wing back-to-back with the
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29th SC Meeting.
Preparations for the 9th General Assembly (GA)
Review of the List of Political Parties eligible to be invited to the 9th GA
The Secretariat submitted the list of political parties in Asia, updated as of the end of March
2016, which are eligible to participate in ICAPP activities in accordance with the following
criteria as stipulated in the ICAPP Charter and the Understandings reached at previous SC
Meetings.
- Para 1 of Article 2 of the ICAPP Charter:
“The ICAPP shall be open to political parties in Asia with democratically elected
members in the parliaments of their respective countries, which are Member States of
the United Nations.”
- Understanding reached at the 5th SC Meeting in Seoul in June 2006:
“The Members agreed to extend invitations to political parties in the Palestinian
National Authority in an effort to render the ICAPP activities more inclusive and
representative of the diversity existing in the region.”
- Understanding reached at the 8th SC Meeting in Tehran in November 2008:
“The Members agreed that the following two criteria would be applied to the
political parties in Asia to be eligible for invitation to the future ICAPP activities,
including the General Assemblies; (1) Political parties which have more than one
percent of elected seats in their national parliaments; and/or (2) Political parties
which have won more than one percent of popular votes in their latest national
parliamentary elections, as certified and recognized by their national election
commissions.”
According to the new list, there were 358 political parties in 52 countries and 1 territory,
which are eligible to participate in the ICAPP activities. SC Members reviewed and
confirmed the list. The updated list is attached as Appendix III.
In this regard, the Secretariat reported that it would continue to update the list of eligible
political parties and prepare the list of political parties to be invited to the 9 th GA in due
course.
Report on the Preparations for the 9th GA
Hon. Dato Seri Shahidan Bin Kassim, Minister in the Office of Prime Minister and Member
of Supreme Council of the United Malays National Organization (UMNO), made a report
on the state of preparations for the 9th GA in his capacity of Chairman of the Organizing
Committee of the 9th GA, which will be held in Kuala Lumpur during September 1-4, 2016.
Minister Shahidan Bin Kassim said that the Organizing Committee agreed to the tentative
program of the 9th GA proposed by the Secretariat, which is attached as Appendix IV. In
particular, he stated that the Organizing Committee will make necessary arrangements to hold
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the 4th Meeting of the ICAPP Women’s Wing, the 4th Meeting of the ICAPP Youth Wing and
the 2nd Meeting of the ICAPP Media Forum on the sidelines of the 9th GA.
In this regard, the Secretariat reported that the invitations to the eligible political parties and
observers will be sent during the latter part of May in cooperation with the Organizing
Committee.
Preparations for the 1st Trilateral Meeting among the ICAPP Standing Committee, the
COPPPAL Coordinating Body and the CAPP Executive Committee
Report on the preparations for the 1st Trilateral Meeting
Hon. Theo L. Sambuaga, Vice General Chairman of the Party of Functional Groups (Golkar)
of Indonesia, and Hon. Andreas Pareira, Member of Parliament and Chairperson in charge
of Human Development and Culture of the Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI-P) made a
joint report on the state of preparations for the 1 st Trilateral Meeting among the ICAPP
Standing Committee, the COPPPAL (Permanent Conference of Political Parties in Latin
America and the Caribbean) Coordinating Body and the CAPP (Council of African Political
Parties) Executive Committee, in their capacities as Co-chairmen of the Organizing
Committee of the Trilateral Meeting.
Representatives of a total of 36 political parties from 29 countries, including 23 parties
from 18 countries in Asia, 1 party from 1 country in Latin America, and 12 parties from 10
countries in Africa, have participated in the meeting. In addition, representatives from the
European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR) in the European Parliament
participated as observers.
The program, conference procedures and the list of participants are attached as Appendixes
V-1, V-2 and V-3.
In this regard, the Secretariat reported that some SC Members had expressed the view that the
COPPPAL and the CAPP need to be more inclusive with region-wide participation of
principal political parties. They had also stressed the need to start planning specific joint
efforts in areas of common interest and to gradually work together for further
institutionalization of the trilateral cooperation.
Some SC Members were also of the view that the ICAPP activities need to be more focused
on interactions amongst political parties within the region, emphasizing that their primary
interest in participating in the ICAPP activities is Asia-specific with the main objective of
increasing interconnectivity with other Asian partners.
Adoption of the Jakarta Declaration
SC Members reviewed the draft Jakarta Declaration, which had been prepared and circulated
in advance by the Secretariat, and agreed to submit the revised draft for adoption at the 1st
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Trilateral Meeting among the ICAPP, COPPPAL and CAPP.
In the draft Jakarta Declaration, SC Members reaffirmed their commitment to the U.N.
Charter and the Ten Principles of Bandung, adopted in 1955, and to the role of political
parties in enhancing democratic values and adhering to the principles of good governance and
the rule of law. They proposed to identify poverty and environmental degradation as two most
serious challenges which need closer cross-border cooperation among the three continents.
They also proposed to initiate a process to further strengthen the trilateral cooperation in the
areas of common interest and gradually work together for gradual institutionalization of the
trilateral cooperation among political parties in the three continents.
The Jakarta Declaration was adopted at the closing session of the Trilateral Meeting as
proposed by the SC, and is attached as Appendix V-4.
Review of ICAPP Activities since 25th SC Meeting in October 2015
ICAPP Special Workshop on Democratic Transition in Nepal
The Secretariat reported on the results of the ICAPP Special Workshop on Democratic
Transition in Nepal was held in Kathmandu on February 15, 2016. The workshop was
convened at the initiative of H.E. K.P. Sharma Oli, Prime Minister of Nepal and in
cooperation with the three principal political parties in Nepal, i.e. the Communist Party of
Nepal (UML), the Nepali Congress Party and the Unified Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist). The workshop was attended by eight SC Members, including two SC Members
from Nepal, and leaders of the principal political parties in Nepal. It was also attended by
leading academicians and media representatives of Nepal.
The concept paper, program, and the list of participants are attached as Appendixes VI-1, VI2 and VI-3.
At the end of the workshop, the SC Members who attended the workshop issued a statement
on democratic transition in Nepal. The statement is attached as Appendix VI-4.
3rd ICAPP Workshop on Human Trafficking
The Secretariat also reported on the results of the 3rd ICAPP Workshop on Human Trafficking,
which was held in Islamabad, Pakistan during March 11-13, 2016. The workshop was
attended by representatives of 18 political parties from 14 countries in the region and
observers from four organizations, including the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).
The workshop was co-hosted by the four principal political parties in Pakistan, i.e. Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), Pakistan Movement for
Justice (PTI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf) and Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-i-Azam (PML-Q).
The workshop was also co-sponsored by the Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA) and the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA).
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In this regard, the Secretariat reported that the Bureau of the ICAPP Women’s Wing had
agreed to conclude the series of special workshops on human trafficking they had organized
in cooperation with the Secretariat, in Kathmandu in January 2014, in Phnom Penh in April
2015 and in Islamabad in March 2016, for a time being but with their strong commitment to
continue their efforts to fight against human trafficking in the future.
The concept paper, program, the list of participants and Islamabad Statement on Human
Trafficking which was adopted at the workshop are attached as Appendixes VII-1, VII-2,
VII-3 and VII-4. In addition, the full report, which included the texts of all presentations
made by participants in the workshop, was published by the Secretariat and circulated among
SC Members.

Review of Other Work Programs of the ICAPP for 2016
1st Joint Session between the ICAPP Standing Committee and the APA Executive Council
The Secretariat reported that, due to lack of communication between the Secretariats of the
ICAPP and the APA, a joint session between the ICAPP Standing Committee and the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly (APA) Executive Council had not been convened despite repeated
efforts. The main objective for such a joint session is to explore ways to promote
cooperation and coordination between the two organizations.
At the 25th SC Meeting in Beijing in October 2015, SC Members agreed once again to
convene the first joint session in Phnom Penh on the sidelines of the APA Plenary Meeting
which was to be held in Phnom Penh in December 2015. However, due to the need for more
coordination with the APA, the dates for the joint session had been further delayed to early
part of 2016.
Under the circumstances, the Secretariat, after close consultations with several SC Members,
recommended to defer the joint session with the APA until a strong request is received from
the APA with a concrete proposal for such a meeting in the future, or until there arises a
strong need for closer coordination and cooperation with the APA Executive Council to
further promote ICAPP objectives and activities.
In this regard, SC Members requested the Secretariat to continue to have close dialogue with
the APA Secretariat with a view to convening the first joint session in the near future. In
particular, Hon. Hassan Ghafouri Fard, SC Member from Iran, where the APA Secretariat is
seated, invited the ICAPP Secretary General to visit Tehran and have direct discussion with
the APA Secretary General.
Hon. Sok An, Deputy Prime Minister and Member of the Standing Committee of the
Cambodian People’s Party, reconfirmed the offer to host the 1st Joint Session in Phnom Penh.
4th Meeting of the ICAPP Women’s Wing, 4th Meeting of the ICAPP Youth Wing and 2nd
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Meeting of the ICAPP Media Forum
As was confirmed by Hon. Dato Seri Shahidan Bin Kassim, Chairman of the Organizing
Committee of the 9th GA, SC Members agreed to hold the 4th Meeting of the ICAPP
Women’s Wing, 4th Meeting of the ICAPP Youth Wing and 2nd Meeting of the ICAPP Media
Forum in Kuala Lumpur during September 1-4, 2016 on the sidelines of the 9th GA.
ICAPP Special Conference on Migration and Refugees
The Secretariat reported that Hon. Dr. Fatma Betul Sayan Kaya, Member of Parliament,
Chairperson of Women’s Branch and Vice Chairperson in charge of Foreign Affairs, Justice
and Development Party (AK Parti), who was recently nominated as new SC Member from
the AK Parti, has recently confirmed the offer to host the “ICAPP Special Conference on
Migration and Refugees” in Turkey. It was originally proposed to be held in June 2016.
However, due to the first World Humanitarian Summit to be held in Istanbul in June, 2016, Dr.
Kaya proposed to hold the conference in September or October. Dr. Kaya’s letter to the
Secretariat is attached as Appendix VIII-1.
In consideration of other ICAPP activities, i.e. the 9th GA in early September and the
deliberations on the item of ICAPP’s observer status at the U.N. General Assembly in midOctober, SC Members requested Hon. Burhan Kayaturk, Member of Parliament, AK Parti,
who attended on behalf of Dr. Kaya, to consider holding the conference in late October or
early November, and Mr. Kayaturk tentatively agreed to this request.
Exact dates and the venue for the special conference will be informed in due course. In this
regard, the tentative program of the conference, which has been proposed to the AK Parti by
the Secretariat, is attached as Appendix VIII-2.
1st Meeting of Asia-Europe Political Forum
The Secretariat reported, following the endorsement by SC Members at the 25th SC Meeting
in Beijing in October 2015, on the proposal to establish the Asia-Europe Political Forum
(AEPF), it has discussed with the four principal groups of political parties in the European
Parliament, i.e. the European People's Party (EPP), the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats (S&D), the European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR) and the
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE), the possibility of holding the 1st
meeting of the AEPF in Brussels or somewhere in Asia in June 2016. The Secretariat’s
proposal to the groups of political parties in the European Parliament is attached as Appendix
IX.
To this proposal, groups of political parties in the European Parliament have recently
responded that they would need more time to define the objective and work of the AEPF
before they decide to have its first meeting and proposed to have further consultations. One
group also suggested the possibility of holding the meeting in the latter part of 2016.
In this regard, Hon. Helga Stevens, Member of the European Parliament and Vice
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Chairperson of the European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR), who attended the
SC meeting as an observer, said that the ECR welcomed the proposal. She said, however, it
would need more time for all groups of political parties in the European Parliament to take a
decision. She said that they would need more time to have clear understanding on the
objective of such an initiative and the activities of the ICAPP. She also said that it takes time
to reach an agreement among all representatives from 28 members of the European Union.
Hon. Dr. Andrey A. Klimov, Deputy Chairman of the Committee on International Affairs of
the Council of Federation (Senate), and SC Member representing the United Russia Party,
suggested that the ICAPP Secretariat also directly contact the main groups of political parties
in Europe and the Secretariat of the European Parliament, so that they can have better and
clearer understanding of the objectives and activities of the ICAPP, and the main objectives
of the AEPF. He also suggested that the ICAPP keep inviting the representatives of various
groups of political parties in Europe to future ICAPP events as observers.
Hon. Burhan Kayaturk, Member of Parliament, from the AK Parti of Turkey, also suggested
that the ICAPP may seek the support of the Council of Europe on the proposal of establishing
the AEPF.

Other Activities of the ICAPP
Establishment of the Silk Road Exchange and Cooperation Center for Political Parties
Hon. Chen Fengxiang, Vice Minister of the International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (IDCPC), expressed his gratitude to SC
Members for their support for the successful Special Conference on the Silk Road which was
held in Beijing in October 2015.
In this regard, the IDCPC submitted the proposal to establish the “Silk Road Exchange and
Cooperation Center for Political Parties” (hereinafter referred to the “Silk Road Center”) in
Beijing, in accordance with Para 113 of the Beijing Initiative which was adopted at the
special conference. The proposal is attached as Appendix X.
Mr. Chen stressed that the activities of the Silk Road Center would be open to all political
parties from the countries along the Silk Road. He proposed to set up a Council which will be
composed of representatives of leading political parties from the countries along the Silk
Road to discuss future activities of the Silk Road Center and hold its first meeting in Beijing
by the end of 2016.
SC Members welcomed the proposal. In particular, Hon. Hassan Ghafouri Fard, Former Vice
President of Iran, Chairman of the Central Committee of the Iran House of Political Parties,
stressed the need for closer consultation and coordination among the leaders of political
parties along the Silk Road to follow up on the results of the Special Conference on the Silk
Road in October 2015 and said that he looked forward to making fruitful results at the next
Special Conference on the Silk Road to be held in Tehran in 2017.
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ICAPP’s Bid for Observer Status in the U.N. General Assembly
The Secretariat reported that the Sixth Committee of the 70th Session of the U.N. General
Assembly (UNGA), at its meeting on December 14, 2015, decided to defer a decision on the
request for observer status for the ICAPP in the UNGA, in the absence of consensus, to the
71st Session of the UNGA which would start in September 2016. Report on the final decision
(U.N. Document, A.70.535) at the Sixth Committee of the 70th UNGA Session is attached as
Appendix XI.
The draft resolution to invite the ICAPP as U.N. observer had been co-sponsored by the
governments of 10 member states, i.e. Australia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Nepal, Netherlands, Philippines and Sri Lanka,
In this regard, Hon. Chung Eui-yong, Secretary General, stressed the need for more
governments of the countries in the region, in particular those countries which are represented
in the SC, to join the draft resolution as co-sponsors.
Mr. Chung also mentioned about the Secretariat’s plans to send a mission to Argentina and
Venezuela, which had expressed reservations on the item of granting observer status to the
ICAPP. Details of the plan will be prepared in close coordination with the COPPPAL and
circulated among SC Members for their consideration to participate in the mission. In this
regard, the recent changes in the political situation in the two countries after the
parliamentary and presidential election since last November may need to be closely evaluated
with regard the ICAPP’s initiative.
Signing of the Inter-governmental MOU to Support ICAPP Activities
The Secretariat also reported that the inter-governmental MOU to provide support for the
activities of the ICAPP, which was first signed on July 26, 2013, has so far been signed by the
governments of 10 countries in the region, i.e. Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China,
Iran, Kazakhstan, Nepal, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka and Vietnam.
In this regard, more governments of the countries in the region, in particular those countries
which are represented in the SC, were requested to sign the MOU in the near future.

Future of the ICAPP
Budget of the Secretariat
Hon. Chung Eui-yong, Secretary General, reported that, since the ICAPP Secretariat was
formally established in Seoul on January 1, 2009, in accordance with the agreements reached
at the 9th SC Meeting in Islamabad in March 2008 and the endorsement made at 5th General
Assembly in Astana in September 2009, the Secretariat had consistently negotiated with the
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Government of the Republic of Korea on the possibility of providing budgetary support for
the operation and management of the ICAPP Secretariat as the host nation, with strong
support of the two principal political parties in Korea which are represented in the SC.
Mr. Chung reported that, in this regard, the Korean Government decided to provide financial
support from the budget of the Prime Minister’s Office for the activities of the ICAPP
Secretariat from the fiscal year of 2016, under several conditions. First, the budget has to be
implemented strictly in accordance with the government’s budget regulations. Second, the
use of budget will be strictly limited to the management and activities of the ICAPP
Secretariat. Third, the Korean government will also evaluate the activities of the ICAPP
Secretariat at the end of each fiscal year and decide whether to continue its budgetary
assistance.
Mr. Chung said that, although the total amount of the allocated budget is not sufficient to
cover all the expenses of the Secretariat’s activities, it was a positive step forward to further
institutionalization of the ICAPP.
SC Members welcomed the decision by the Korean Government to provide the budgetary
support to the ICAPP Secretariat and expressed their gratitude.
Proposal to Establish the ICAPP Fund
The Secretariat reported that recently some SC Members had expressed their interest in
establishing the ICAPP Fund for ICAPP activities and projects. In this regard, some SC
Members also expressed their willingness to make contributions to the ICAPP Fund, if most
of the political parties represented in the SC would join and the rules on how to manage the
fund in a transparent way would be well prepared in advance at the SC.
In this regard, Hon. Fadi Fawaz, Advisor for Development Affairs to Chairman of Future
Movement Party of Lebanon, proposed to set up a group of 100 leading businesses and 50
banks in Asia within the ICAPP which can provide financial assistance for ICAPP activities.
It was agreed that Mr. Fawaz would prepare and submit a more concrete proposal for more
consultation at the next SC meeting.
Further Institutionalization of the ICAPP
The Secretariat reported that Some SC Members had suggested the need to have more
exchanges of frank views among SC Members on how to make the ICAPP more sustainable
and institutional. In this regard, SC Members agreed to continue to consider this issue in
future SC meetings.

Other Issues
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action on Iran’s nuclear program
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SC Members expressed their support for the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
on Iran’s nuclear program, which was reached in July 2015 between Iran, P-5 countries and
the European Union. They congratulated, in particular, the political leadership of the Islamic
Republic of Iran on their successful negotiation, and expressed their hope that the full
implementation of the JCPOA would contribute to regional peace, security and stability in the
region as a whole.
12th National Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam
Hon. Tran Dac Loi, Vice Chairman for External Relations of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV), reported that the 12th National Congress of the CPV
was successfully convened in Hanoi during January 20-28, 2016 and elected the new
leadership of the government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. He also expressed his
gratitude to SC Members who had sent their congratulatory messages to the CPV on the
occasion.
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